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blend of physical and psychic forces. What more
natural than that these psychic attractions con-
tinue to some extent during the latent period of
the more physical aspects of sex attraction, waiting
as it were for them to awaken and continue on
their way together?

Although these childhood attachments are psy-
chic in quality, they are not without affectionate
expression in hugs, kisses, gifts, and numberless
evidences of personal devotion, in the traditional
fashion of true love. Yet they are neither adult nor
adolescent in quality. They are simpler, steadier,
more open to the world (except to the gang), less
possessive, more selective, and always more per-
manent. Indeed, two little childhood sweethearts
are so "husband and wifey" in their steadfastness
that they often earn these terms for nicknames. On
our part, we must leave them to themselves, un-
trammeled, unquestioned, and unsung. Their de-
votion is theirs. They are the Dantes and Beatrices.
They hold the aspirations and inspirations of later
adolescent attachments which are to follow. We
may put neither finger nor tongue upon them, nei-
ther praise nor blame. They are of themselves a
thing apart, and there we must leave them*